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taking place at An Nur Mosque,

where blind worshipers learn to
read the Quranin braille.

Pipit Maitun, a blind woman
from East Java has proven that
her disability poses no learning
barrier.

“I still need to improve my
fingering instincts to get used to
braille marks as I’ve only been
learning it forayear,” shesaid.

O

“Thespeed

inwhich they
understand

andmaster
the Quran
inbraille

dependson
the students

themselves.

Theylearn
like normal

people,”
said Yani
Soewantoro

the teacher for

themosque’s
braille

rogram.

Most of the blind people learning
at An Nur Mosque already have
basic Quran reading skills and
are able to decipher most Arabic
letters and marks, which are
represented through six dots
organized in various ways.

“The speed in which they
understand and master [the
Quran in braille] depends on the
students themselves. They learn
like normal people,” said Yani
Soewantoro, the teacher for the
mosque’s braille program.
Fifteen students are in attendance
that day. Following the dots with
their fingers, they take turns
reading and listening to verses
and are corrected when required.
Then, the entire class repeats the
text, reciting each verse inunison.
This method is similar to how
students with sight learn to read
the Quran, Yani said. “T’ve made
signs for them to memorize.”
Having finished igra (preliminary
reading) 1 to 6, the students learn
to recite the Quran from juz (part)
one or juz 30, which contain
short chapters they can easily
remember.

Int’I Quran Contest
for Visually-Impaired
to Include Women’s
Section

HeadofIran’s Welfare
Organizationsaida
women’s section will be
addedtotheinternational
Quran competition forthe
visually-impaired.
Speakingtothe Quran TV
onthesidelinesofIran’s
35th International Quran
Competition, Mohsen
Bandpey said thatthe
contestwillhaveasection
forwomenasofnextyear
(2019).
Itwasthesecondyearthe
international Quranic event
forthe visually-impaired
isbeingheldalongsidethe
maincompetitionin Tehran.
Accordingto Bandpey, it
isaimed at promoting the
Quranic cultureamong the
visually-impaired.

blind, and that Iran’s is the only international Quran competition
thatisexclusively held for the visually-impaired.

Al-Qamiri also underlined the importance of such Quranic
programs in enhancing unity and solidarity among Muslims,
given the presence of Quran activists from around the Muslim
world.

The 34-old further referred to his learning of the Quran, saying he
started memorizing the Holy Book at the age of 13.

He said a number of prominent Quran experts helped him in the
process of Quran memorization.

Al-Qamiri is now an imam (prayer leader) in a mosque in Egypt
and also teaches the Quran at a Quran school adjacent to the
mosque.

He expressed the hope that all Muslim youth will strive to get
acquainted with the Quran and actupon its sublime teachings.
The International Quran Competition for the Visually-Impaired
was held in the Iranian capital of Tehranin April 2018.

It was part of the 35th International Quran Competition of the
Islamic Republic of Tran, which also included contests for women
and seminary students.



Malaysian Qari, Indian
Memorizer Win Int’l
Quran Contest for
Visually-Impaired

Thewinners ofthe
international Quran
competition forthe
visually-impaired were
announced by the panel of
judges. The competition
hasbeenunderway inthe
Iranian capital inMay.
Accordingtothe
announcement,
MohammadAnis from
Indiabagged thetop prizein
the category ofrecitation.
AkramAuchar from Turkey
and Mohammadal-Saeed
Abdul Ghani from Egypt
camesecond and third.
Malaysian Mohamed Qaeem

Guiding the Blind
with Braille Quran

students who are focused on

Nizarwonthetoprankinthe
category of memorizationof
the entire Quran. The runner-
upwas Omid Reza Rahimi
fromIran.

The noon Adhan is resounding.
It comes from a mosque at
the Rehabilitation Center for
the Blind in Janti in East Java,
Indonesia.

Quranic verses are recited by

fingering a set of raised dots
printed on a sheet of paper. A
stack of braille Quran can be seen
resting on top of a cabinet. This
is only a glimpse of the activities

Egyptian Memorizer Lauds Organizing Exclusive
Quran Contest for Visually-Impaired

An Egyptian memorizer of the entire Quran lauded the Islamic
Republic of Iran for organizing an international Quran contest for
the visually-impaired.

Mohammad Saeid Abdul Ghani al-Qamiri, who bagged the third
prizeinthe 2nd International Quran Competition for the Visually-
Impaired, hoped that other countries would take Iran’s example

and hold such Quranic events forthe blind.

He described the Islamic Republic of Iran as a pioneering country
in holding Quranic activities for the visually-impaired of the
country and other countries of the world.

“I thank Iran and the organizers of the contest, which is an
outstanding and praiseworthy Quranic event,” al-Qamirisaid.

“T hope other countries will also take Iran’s example in holding
such contests.”

He noted that in other Quran contests, the blind are either not
invited atall orhave to compete with other contenders who arenot



Syrian QariHailslIran

for Organizingint'lQuran

ContestforVisually-Impaired

A Syrian Qari and memorizer
of the Holy Quran hailed the
International Quran Competition
for the Visually Impaired as an
auspiciousevent.

Tariq bin Ziyad, who is blind, said
organizing more such programs
for the blind and honoring
them with even less precious
prizes would be very good and
auspicious.

The 35-year-old resident of
Eastern Ghouta attended the
of the
competitionin Iranin April.

recitation  category
Asked about his motivation for
entering the field of Quranic
activities, he said turning to the
Book of God brings dignity for
every humanbeing.

“Everythingyouseekcanbe found
in the Quran,” he said, adding that
anyone who treads on the path of
the Quran will be honored both in
this world and the Hereafter.

“This is what we can see in the
life of Imams, Quran reciters and
memorizers”.

Tariq then pointed to his Quran
memorization, saying his mother
sent him to the mosque in their
neighborhood for learning the
Quranwhenhewas 6.

“I started learning the Quran by
heart at the age of 6 and became a
Quranmemorizerat11.”

He then received a Quran
recitation  permission
prominent Quran masters of his
countryin2014.

O

auspicious.

Tariq said he had also attended

the international Quran contest in
Iran in 2017, finishing in the tenth
place.

“I have also taken part in Quran
competitions in Damascus and
won the third and fourth ranks

Tarigbin withthe grace of God.”

Ziyad,who He described Iran’s international
isblind, said Quranic event as one organized
organizing at a high level of quality, saying it
moresuch originates in the Iranian people’s

programs for love for the Book of God.
theblindand The Quran reciter added that the
honoringthem ~ participants in the Quranic event
withevenless were also skillful and highly

preciousprizes  qualified.

from wouldbevery Tariq now teaches Quran
goodand memorization and recitation to

adults in his home country.

those in Iran, Kuwait and Lebanon have been better held in
terms of content and organization.

He noted that it was his first participation in an international
Quran competition in the Islamic Republic.

Asked about his Quran learning method, he said he
memorized the Quran by reading a braille copy of the Holy
Book.

It took him four years to memorize the entire Quran, he said,
adding that he reviews at least three Juzes (parts) of the Holy
Book every day to enhance his memorization.

Abu Shurayda was further asked about Quranic education in
Qatar. He said there are various facilities and centers in the
Persian GulfArab country for the people to learn the Quran.
For the visually-impaired, meanwhile, there is a special
center to learn the Holy Book, he noted, adding that it is
a private one but has been supported by the government of
Qatar.

The blind individuals who want to learn the Quran are also
provided withabook specially designed toteach the Quranto
this group of people, Abu Shurayda went on to say.



Afghan Quran ExpertHailsIran
for Organizing Quran Contest
forVisually-impaired

A prominent Afghan Quran expert
lauded Iran for organizing an
international Quran contest for the
visually-impaired.

Barakatallah Salim who served
as amember of the panel of judges
in Iran’s 35th International Holy
Quran Competition earlier this
year, said if visually-impaired
Quran activists are given the
opportunity and have qualified
teachers, they can improve their
Quranic skills and get even more
successful than those without
disabilities.

He added that the participants in
the international competition for
the visually-impaired, which was
held in Tehran in April, concurrent
with the 35th

International

Quran Competition of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, had the
opportunity to show their talents in
the Quranicevent.

“The dear blind who attended the
contest have illuminated their faith
and their world by memorizing the
Holy Quran,”hesaid.

The Quranin figure added that
the contenders were very good
and qualified in this edition of
the contest. The judges also did
their best to score the contenders
accurately, he said.

Elsewhere, Salim underlined
the role of international Quran
competitions in enhancing unity
among Muslims since all Islamic
schools adhere to the teachings of
the same Divine Book.

O

Thejudges
alsodid their

besttoscore

the contenders

accurately, he
said.

He further noted that his home
country does not hold international

Quran contests, but national and
local Quranic events are organized
thereregularly. In Afghanistan, there
are no Quran competitions for the
visually-impaired, he said, adding
that the blind compete with others in
local and national Quranic events.
“Sometimes they win top ranks
and are even more successful than
those withoutdisabilities.”

Salim also referred to his own
Quranic activities, saying he
began learning the Quran soon
and became a memorizer of the
entire Quranattheage of 8. Hethen
started learning recitation of the
Quran and mastered the 7 styles of
Quranrecitationattheageof19.

Memorization of Quran Contributes to Better Life
for Visually-Impaired

A blind Qatari memorizer of the Quran said learning the
Quran by heart can help the visually-impaired live a better
life.

Abdullah Hamad Salim Hamad Abdu Shurayda said such
an achievement contributes to a more fulfilling life for the
visually-impaired both personally and socially.

They are much more respected in society when they
memorize the Quran, said Abu Shurayda, who attended the
2018 International Quran Competition for the Visually-
Impairedin Iran.

He added that memorization of the Holy Book also helped
him, as a visually-impaired, to better learn his lessons at
school and university and gave him more hope in life.

The Qatari Quran activist further hailed the Iran Quran
competition as one of the best in the world, saying from
among Quranic events he has attended in Muslim countries,



Participantsin 3nd International Quran Competition for Muslim World Visually- Impaired Pose for Photo/ Jamaran Husseiniya
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