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The 40-year-old who went blind
at the age of 20 after an accident,
referred to his Quranic activities
and said he started learning the
Quran by heart in 2004, a year
after former Iraqi dictator Saddam
Husseinwastoppled.

At the time, he noted, Quranic
institutes were just beginning to
emerge in the country and it was
hard to find a Quran masterto learn
the Quran.
He, thus,
the Quran by listening to Quran

began memorizing

recitations by prominent Qaris on
tapes.

Kumash finally managed to learn
theentire Quranbyheartandisnow
aQuranteacher himself.

“I am currently teaching a Quran
memorization course organized by
the Astan (custodianship) of Hazrat
Abbas(AS)(inKarbala).”

He added that currently he has a
large number of students taking the
memorization course.

He has attended and won ranks in
a number of Quran competitions
in Iraq, including the country’s
national Quran contest in which he
camefirst.

D

Blind Muslims
needan
interpretation
ofthe Quranin
braille thatis

comprehensive
and detailed

Kumash’s  first
participation in an international

This  was

Quranic event. He hailed Iran
for its proper organization of the
competition and the importance
the Islamic Republic attaches to
Quranic activities, especially those
forthe visually-impaired.
Elsewhere in his remarks, the Iraqi
memorizer referred to the Quranic
activities of the Astan of Hazrat
Abbas (AS) and said it organizes
various Quranic programs.

He said he is working at the branch
of the Astan’s Quran center in the
town of Al-Hindiya in Karbala
province.

So far, many Quran memorizers
and reciters have graduated from
thebranch, henoted.

Some of these Quran learners
are now among those shortlisted
to attend an international Quran
competition in Turkey, Kumash
said.

He further described Iran as a very
attractivecountryandsaiditwashis
third trip to the Islamic Republic.
He went on to say that his previous
trips were for visiting Iran’s holy
cities.

Visually-Impaired
German Girl Seeks to
Memorize Entire Quran

Eleven-year-old Nurya
Sariakayawho lives in
the city of Duisburg is
very keen on learning the
Quran.

Shetook partin Quranic
classesinthecityafew
months agoand managed
tolearnreading the Quran
inashortperiod of time.
Nurya, whois of Turkish
descent, reads the Quran
usingbraille copies ofthe
Quran.

Sheisnow goingto start
memorizing the Quran.
Brailleisawriting system
whichenables the blind
toread and write through
touch.

She stressed, however, that it would be better and more fairifthey
could compete with those like themselves who are blind.

As for the best participants in the competition, she said
representatives of Algeria, Iran and Lebanon had the best
performance.

Elsewhere, she said it is her first experience as an arbiter in an
international Quranic event, noting thatshe has previously served
in panels of judges in Kuwait’s domestic Quran contests and not
in foreign countries.

Al-Abdoli, who is an arbiter in the field of Lahn, said unlike in

Kuwait, panels of judges in Iran’s Quran competitions are very
specializedandeacharbiteranalysesthe contenders’performance
fromaspecialized perspective.

She further hailed Iran for hosting the international Quran
contests and inviting many countries to attend the competitions
and expressed hope that she could attend such Quranic events in
the Islamic Republicin the future as well.

The Kuwaiti Quran activist also described the level of the
competition for women as very good, saying she was surprised at
seeing the Quranic talents of some of the contenders.



Quranic Society for
Visually-Impairedto Be
FormedinIran

AQuranicsociety for

the visually-impairedis
plannedtobeestablished
inlran.

Thedecisionto found it
wastakeninearly 2019
by theofficialsincharge
ofaQuraniceventheld
inTehrantoselected the
country’srepresentatives
ininternational Quran
competition forthe
visually-impaired.
Theyunderlined the
need forparticipation of
visually-impaired Quran

activistsincommittees A visually-impaired

Quran

Visually-impaired Memorizer
Stresses NeedforQuran
ExegesisinBraille

impaired, said in an interview

thatmake decisions for
Quranicactivities ofthe
blind.

Thesociety will especially
pursue the Quranic
demands ofthe visually-
impaired Quranactivists.

memorizer from Iraq underlined
the need for publication of a
comprehensive exegesis of the
HolyQuraninbraille.

Mohammad Abul Ali Kumash,
who represented the Arab country
in the 4th international Quran
competition for the visually-

that blind Muslims need an
interpretation of the Quran in
braille that is comprehensive and
detailed.

He said such a Quran exegesis
would help the blind to more easily
understand the meanings and
concepts of the Quranic verses.

Expert Urges Separate Quran Competition for
Visually-Impaired Women

A Kuwaiti Quran expert serving in the panel of judges of the 3rd
international Quran competition forwomen called for organizing
a separate international Quran contest for women who are
visually-impaired.

Badriya Haji al-Abdoli referred to the participation of two
visually-impaired contenders in the women’s Quran contest,

held in Iran in April, and said an independent international Quran
competition for women who are visually-impaired would be
morejustand fair.

Sheaddedthatthose whoareblind have special ability to learnand
memorize the Quran by listening to recitation of its verses.

The Quran expert said those who are visually-impaired have a
better ability in hearing and can therefore learn the Quran by heart
more easily.

Such Quranic events are opportunities for the visually-impaired
to showcase their Quranic talents, al-Abdolisaid.



Quran ContestsHelp to
Promote Contemplating
the Holy Book

A blind Quran memorizer from
Niger said organizing Quran
competitions is a way to foster the
culture of contemplating the Holy
Book and encourage the youth to
memorize Quran.

Mohammad Abdullah  Sadeq,
who attended the 4th international
Quran contest for the visually-
impaired in Tehran in early April,
said in an interview that such
Quranic events encourage the
youth toreflect on the concepts and
meaningsofthe versesofthedivine
revelation.

He also described organizing an
international Quran competition
for the blind as a valuable and
appreciablemeasure.

He said it was his first participation
inaninternational Quranic event.
AskedabouthisQuraniceducation,
Sadeq said he started learning
the Quran by heart by listening to
Quranrecitation cassettes.

He later attended Quran education

courses in modern Quran schools
and soonmanaged tomemorize the
entire Quran.

Sadeq, who is also a reciter of
the Quran, said he imitates the
recitation styles of prominent
Egyptian Qaris like Khalil Hasri,
Mohamed Sediq  Minshawi,
Mohamed Ayub and Abdul Basit
Abdul Samad.

Hesaid herecites the Quran fortwo
hours every day and reviews the
verses to keep them inmind.
Currently, he is a Quran teacher
teaching at the Islamic Life School
inNiamey, the capital of Niger.

As for Quranic activities in Niger,
he said Quran teaching courses and
Quranic programs are common
in mosques and traditional Quran
schools but also in modern schools
inthe WestAfrican country.

He added that Muslims in the
country are very keen on learning
the Quran and sending their
childrento Quranic classes.

O

such Quranic

eventsencour-

agetheyouth
toreflecton
theconcepts

and meanings
ofthe verses

ofthedivine
revelation

According to Sadeq, there are no

international Quran competitions
in the African country but Quran
contests are held at the national
levelevery year.

He was further asked about
his recommendation to Quran
activists. He urged them to not
forget reciting the Holy Book
every day and also keep trying to
act upon Quranic teachings in life
andremain trustworthy, honestand
truthfulsoastobe goodrolemodels
forthe youth.

He also hoped that all Muslim s in
the world would try to memorize
the Quran and contemplate its
teachings.

Niger, officially the Republic of the
Niger, is a landlocked country in
West Africa named after the Niger
River. Itis bordered by Libyato the
northeast, Chad to the east, Nigeria
tothesouth, Benintothe southwest,
Burkina Faso and Mali to the west,
and Algeria to the northwest. It is
thelargestcountry in West Africa.
Islamin Nigeraccounts for the vast
majority of the nation’s religious
adherents. The faith is practiced by
more than 94% of the population of
22 million.



Visually-impaired
EspeciallyInterestedin
Memorizing Quran:
AlgerianScholar

An Quran expert from Algeria
who attended Iran’s 2019 Quran
competitions as a member of the
panel of judges, said the visually-
impaired are more keen and
usually more successful than
others in learning the Quran by
heart.

OmarbinAhmed Busaadajudged
the contestants’ memorization
skills and their ability to recite the
Quran from memory.

In an interview, Busaada said that
because the blind do not have the
sense of sight, they usually have
stronger ability to focus and,
therefore, are more successful in
memorizing the Quran.

He said those who have a disability
normally have a strong willpower
and enjoy special capabilities and
potentialsthatsometend toignore.
God has given this group of
people astrong memory and good
skills in memorizing and keeping
the memorized versesinmind, the
Algerian Quranscholarsaid.
Maybe that is because not being
able to see gives them ability to
better concentrate on what they
are learning, he stated.

He added that in every Muslim

country, one can find many
visually-impaired  individuals
among those attending Quranic
schools.

Busaada hailed the

Republicoflranfororganizingthe

Islamic

international Quran competition
for the visually-impaired and said
such events and programs help
improvetheirself-confidenceand
encourage themto getinvolved in
Quranicactivities.

He described holding the contest
annually by Iran’s State Welfare
Organization and Awgqaf and
Charity Affairs Organization as a
valuable measure that should be
appreciated.

The Algerian expert called on
other Muslim nations to take
Iran’s example and organize
similar Quranic contests for the
blindinthefieldsofmemorization
andrecitation.

Asked about the level of the
contest this year, he said the
contenders were at different
levels as far as their Quranic skills
are concerned.

On the whole, the visually-
attended the
competition  had

impaired who
acceptable

O

Becausethe
blinddonot
havethesense

ofsight, they
usuallyhave
strongerability

tofocusand

therefore

aremore
successfulin

memorizing
the Quran

performance and were good
in terms of recitation and
memorization skills, he said.

in the

Busaada was asked about his

Elsewhere interview,
own Quranic activities. He said
he is an expert in Quran recitation
styles and Quranic scripts and a
member of a Quranic committee
inAlgeria’s Ministry of Religious
Affairs.

Busaada said he has attended
international Quran contests asan
arbiter in Algeria and many other
countries, especially Muslim
states, but Iran’s are exceptional.

He stressed that Iran’s Quran
competitions are distinct from
other Quranic events in the
Muslim  world for various
reasons, including the variety of
the categories and sections one
seesinIran’s Quranic events.

The Algerian scholar noted
that the Islamic Republic of
Iran holds annual international
Quran competitions for men,
women, the visually-impaired,
school students, and seminary
students, in categories such as
Quran memorization, recitation,
interpretation, etc.



Egyptian memorizer of entire Quran Al Sayyed Hamdi Sayyed Ibrahim came firstin the 4th International Quran Competition for the Muslim World’s Visually-Impaired and received hisawardand a
certificate of honor from Head of Iran’s Welfare Organization Vahid Qobadi Dana at the closing ceremony held at the Imam Khomeini (RA) Mosalla (prayer hall).

£




	iqna-rayehe-141-1
	iqna-rayehe-141-2
	iqna-rayehe-141-3

